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This property s beautifyl—what did it |ook |ike befora its
transformation?

It was hasscally a large, single-family estate wath a large garage anea
The old bouss was i a shghily different locatioa on the property.

and there wis a disorganized orchard. a loc of mature trees and 4 pool
in the hackvard. It hadn't been lived n for many vears, so it was in
ready totear-down condison, It's thireen acnss, and a locd school had
actually looked into buying the property. but thar didn't go through
Since it’s a big piece of land, it had been om the marker for a2 while,
and it rumed out 1o be perfect for what the homeswner wanted w do

She's an avid rider with three sons, and one of them s a nder s well

his loois ideal for an equestrian lasr What potential did you see in
the landscape™

It's a spectacular samng with beautiful views, Since it had been vsed as
a residence, it wasn't 2 wooded lot; there were a Jot ol open lickds and
marure trees. We didn't want 1o waste any of the trees, so we did a
lot of wansplanting, Although there wasn't an organized orchard, there
were a lot of apple trees, and we moved the apple trees and lined the

driveway with them, We also moved a huge, cut-leaf Japanese maple
from the backyard and pur it in the front in the cemter of the driveway
oval. There was also one sixty-toot-rall Norway maple thar we moved
fifiy foer 1o the vight because it was in the way of the driveway, and
the homeowner didn't want 1o cut it down

So preserving trees was a high priosity?
The homeowner is very environmentally-fnendly-minded, and <he
wanted to save whatever trees we possibly could. We sited the new
house in a way thit preserved trees, and the indoor riding arena was
sited down behind a big stand of white puxes in a way thar didnt cn
them down

apple trees, what

n addition to the Japanase maple, Norway mapie and

other existing clements did you keep?

We kept almost all of the big trees [ don't think we aut any down.
The old pool and all of the old buildings were demolished. The site
was, within reason, re~contoured and reshaped 1o create areas for horse
paddocks in the buck. but we still worked wath the topography as









much as possible It was very much an open-field kind of propeny. w
there weren a lot of cbstacles 10 work around other than some stands

-‘{. EXISting frees
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The drivewary entrance sits at the wp of the crest of the hill, und ot
made sense to keep it in the same place 1 sited the new house a e
further up the hill from where the old house was and moved it a bit
choser to the road. so it's set a little higher to take advantage of the

wd the

amazing views from the backvard and rear deck. We reali

driveway with an eye wward having the propeny &el like a residence
When you come in, the driveway makes a gentde turn 1o the righs 1©

the front of the house, and other than a few horse fences and pad
r

docks, yvou don’t really see the full working equestrian farm. I you
veer left on the drveway, you go down the hill to the stable. aquip
ment garage and indoor nding arena. They're all locaed in the lower
southwestern part of the property behind a big stand of trees, but they

aren't dominant: they don't scream ar you when you come in We

wanted the property 1o function like 2 restdence and not 2 horse fum;
it’s rather a residence with a horse-farm theme. You really get the
sense of being hame first, and while the sables are very prominen:
they're subordinate 1o the main howse

How are the hor ddocks

There are horse paddocks on both sides of the driveway as you come
in. and there are four paddocks in the front of the property and four
more in the back The ones in the front are more amorphous, fitting
in with the kind, and the ones in the badk are more formal--they're

rectangular and set in a formal axis

We didn't want it to be fussy, so it's a fairly simple palenie with a
lot of hydranges and broadleal evergreens. One of the major haatures
15 the homeoswner's vegetable garden She's a sciennst, and she loves
w0 apply her background 10 gardening, She wanted the vegetable
garden near the howse, 5o you can get to it from the halcony off
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her master bedroom and from the rear terrace. We planted blue
berry bushes around it. which are prolific (she loves Blurberries ow
of there), and then there's a four-quadrant vegetable garden with a
tirdhath in the middle

Jescribe the theme of the landscape in the rear of the house
There's a loe of hydrangea once again, so it's not a formal-looking
Lindscape by any means, but in the equesrian serting, I think that's
appropriare. We also had 10 be careful 1o wse plants that weren't roxic
The horses don't come up near the house, bur with all the ather plant-
ings around the property. we were very caretul not to use anything

that would be toxic ff the horses got 10 them and nibbled on them.

The stone staircase is a big, arcing curve that centers off the main
box af the house, and we used a diamond-parterned bluestone set
on an angle to create a littke visual interest. The vegetable garden
goes off on a 45-degree angle 1o the left, and the pool goes off on 4
45-degree angle 1o the right, It creates this embracing arrangement

with the patio in the middle The house has 2 wraparound porch on

the first-floor level, and if vou come down the flight of stairs, you

enter a large guthering area. the pano that could be used lor a codk
121l party. Off 1o the right, vou go through a linde stone wall inw a
loswer terrace that surrounds the pool A large pergola backs up 10 2
ten-foot i'm;h stone wall that separates the Pnn| area from the garage

parking We wanted 1o areate 2 very private separation betwern the

parking area and the pool ver still give it an amrractive presence. The
pergola is a backdrop o the pool and also separates the funcrional

parts of the house from the entertining pans

different slemants?

The large, sone-edged grass seps kad down 1o the center ol the

four paddocks 1n the buck. There's 4 very strong centrad axis, and in
the center of the four paddocks i a cross axis. On the one end of the
croes axis are run-in sheds, where the horses go m get out of the
rtin, and directly opposite that, all the way down. are the stables,
with a beauriful arched entrance. This large cross axis is a dassical
desgn clement used to organize landscape fearures on long views
and axial arrangements, and that was how 1 onnized the hackyard
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How many horses does this preperty support

I think about four w six horses. It could support more, but 1 think the
homeowner made an agreement with the wown thar this 1s a privare
taciliry with the number of horses purposely kept o 1 mimmum

i you pdan Tar the fact that this residence

- ] fs¢ Tarm

We neaded to have the road network service horse trailers. The
homeowner's horses are picked wp in huge trucks, and we set it up
so there's a kading dock for the horses. The homeowner also has her
own trailer Tt all had 1o be arrnged 16 lunction s a working stable,
s0 big tractor-rrailers can come all the way around 1o the back, load
the horses and loop hack around and cur A ot of parking and drive-
way araa for Large vehicles w0 manewsver had 1o be worked i without
making the property look commercialized We used gravel drnveways
with gravel storage underneath for water. so the whole driveway was
designed to be 1 permeable sysem so min runoff wouldn't be crested

Dweradl, how ong did this progoct take?
It was about a tworyear process. A year 10 design and plan, and a year
for the construction phass

Did you work closely with the homeowner?

She was very involved. We had weekly meetings during the progect,
and she had a lor of good ideas For example, T wanted to do an allée
of sugar maple rees down the driveway, and it was her idea 1o use
the spple rees instead. T was goang o transplant the apple wees and

make a litle orchard somewhere, but she ssid, “Instead of buying
new maple troes, why don't we use the apple trees?” | thought it was
a great idea, and 1 turned out wonderfully. Tt was definnely a

collaboration wath her

What was your favorite part of this projec
[ take a boe of pride in the whole compesition, and it was wonderful
to take the gte from a completely blank cinvas. Tt was so much 1

lay out m terms of buildings, circulations, paths and drives, bur |
think what I'm most pleased with is that it mamtains s ressdenrial
presence. Tou pull in the tront drivewary, and #'s feting of o ressdential
neighborhood. Te's Langer and has an equestruan element 1o it, bur i sl
manages 1o feel ke a private home
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