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ADD
VISUAL
INTEREST
&APPEAL

Sean Jancskl, ot

SEAM MNCSI LANDSCAPE
AMRCHITECTS. advrses adding
a design pattern into
paved or wood LNGINE or
a walkway. "Paving patterns
can be used to direct the
attention to a speafic
area or as a method

af guiding one through a
space. of to create 3 node
or stopping poent in a
long path.” says Sean

Placing a sculpture
w a landscape
creates 3 point of
interest an directs
the eye Lo that
location. says Sean

‘Lighting is very
important. nat ondy in the
summer but especially in

the winter to slluminate tree
branches,” says Roberto
Fermandez ot ROBERTO
FERNANDEZ LANDSCAPING. who
considers lightng a critical
stemaent in the garden,
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: These living walls halp to
: define a space and give the

fealing of being in an outdoor

. room. A few ways to fashion

nedges? "A row of trees with
the canopies touching creates

. agreen wall on top and an open

view through the bottom below

. the canopy.’ says Sean. “while

arow of shrubs creates a green

© wall throughout and can be
. used as screening”

: There's more to 3 garden

. than plants and hardscape.
. “We love to add edements

- that create motion. Tao

: many landscapes are statw
i scenes that might as well be
: pamtings on the wall” says

: John Cante of CONTE & CONTE
* LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS. who

: recommends introducing

: sound and movement for

i 3 more vibrant landscape

! “Water teatures are a

T favorite way to provide

¢ sound. mavement and even
t 3 place for wilglife to visit

I wind chimes and kinetic

i sculptures are another e3sy
i option to ereate a graceful,
i redaxing visual destination

for your wandering eye ”
Certain plants can also bnng

I motion to the garden “The
¢ silver linden. for example.

© has shemmenng leaves that
¢ fash alternating codors in

the shghtest wisp of wind,
making the landscape
appear to sparkle,”

says John. “Ornamental
grasses bend and sway
with the wwnd deep into
winter, well after most
other fohage has tallen.”
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To create a peaceful vista.
cansder reducing the
number ot colors that
vie for yaur attention

says landscape architect
SUSAN COMEN ~Recently

| have begun changing
the roloe scheme in my
own backyard. replacing

a vanety of plantings with

a aimple palette of green
and creamy shades of
yellow.” she says. ‘Though
| haven't eliminated old
favuarites, like the beight
yellow dayuly Happy

Returns” or the kvely blue

bells of cemmatis Betty
Carning, or the purple
alhums that | remember
from my mother's garden, |
have increased the number
of pale yeliow flowers.”
Among Susan’'s new
favorites annual cosmos

‘Xanthos' and nasturtiom

'Buttercream’ for sun and
Nicotiana rangsdorffif
for shade “‘Phygelius
'Moonraker’ 15 an old

frand. and | now plant it
generously in several places.
My goat this spring 15 to

find a hardy baptisia

in the padest shade of
yellow. With this simpler
color scheme, my garden
has become tahesive,

and. most important to me
this year, calmer”
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CONSIDER
THESE
UNIQUE

AS much 35 we lowe classic
bowwoods, they can be
owerused. Wineh plants are
ungerreprasented In today 5
gardens? Roberto Fernandex
poents to rhododendrons.,
azaleas, small spruce and
taxus 3s Strong evergreen
options, though taxus should
be planted where there’s
approprate fencing because
it's tempting to deer He
notes that wihele boxwoods
are very popadar. they have
been harder to source in
recent years gue to demand,
and blight has also been an
tssue (his team sterilizes

its toals to protect aganst
spreading disease). He also
likess nnw hydrangaa hybrids
and Japanese maples,

“Native plants are
still underrapresanted in
most subwrban andscape
designs” says Kim Conte
of Conte & Conte and
Fawneld House & Garden.
“For so long it was about
exotic hybridization. Now
we re comng back to our
rools and the rewards are
great—maore birds and
butterfhes {ewer cherrcais,
less need for fertilization”
Some examples include the
shrubs Amencan hazeinut
(Coryfus Amevicana)
and Northern spicebush
(Lindera benzoin) as well as
flowenng perenndals such
33 turtiebsad (Chetone
gilabra) and blue-eyed grass
(Soidago caesia)

To make a statement with
trees or shrubs that can
grow n a tight space Sean
Jancski suggests espalier
plantings to create a green
wall and make a plain facade
came to life. Espaber can be
trasned to grow on a lattice or
with wiring. Specemen shrubs
and trees (for examgie,

a flowering tree) can be
used as sculpture witwn 3
landscape

Put down the spray bottie,
says John Conte, who notes
that it's often better to et
nature take 1ts course “An
overly eager gardener may
feal the need to intervene
at the tirst sign of a leaf
spot or an insect. but most
plants are quite well-
equipped to handle a bit
of parasitic activity an
their own, * he says. "The
key & to srrange your
landdscape and garden with
the right plants in the right
places if the soil. water
and light canditions are
appropnate for the types
of plants you are tryaing to
grow. they will do a very

themsedves and ttwiving
But if a plant 15 struggling «n
poor soil ar i3 mismatcted
for 1ts enviranment that's
when trouble pccurs Goad

planning 1s a much better
strategy than chemical
interyentson’

If you're trying to protect
your garden trom deer
and other furry creatures,
welded wre mesh fencing
deters smail animals yet
it drsappears into the
landscape. so it goesn't
ruin the view, says Sean
Jancsk John Conte also
likes motion sensors such
35 water cannons that tum
on when a deer enters the
protected zome John jokes,
“Makes far good fun, too,
when your mother in law

good job of Jefending tries to steal your peonses.”
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